Reference information provides the title and authors of an article, the name of the journal where it was published and when it was published, as well as the page numbers of the article. You need reference information when writing your thesis or other work where you cite someone else's work. With the help of references, you will be able to create citations and a bibliography.
It is important to be able to read reference information to find the information you need to cite your sources. Additionally, references identify an article so that the reader will be able to search for it in the library, for example.
NOTE: There is a difference between reference information and availability information. Information on availability lets you know which library or database has the item on hand. [image: ]
Article references often use these terms:
· Authors: Name of the author or authors. The names of the authors can be written differently in different referencing styles, e.g: surname, first letter of given name. The abbreviation et al. sometimes added after names of authors means that there are more authors to the work than mentioned in the citation. Articles are published in journals as well as edited books. An edited book consists of articles or chapters written by several authors.
· Title: The title of an individual article. A journal or an edited book consists of separate articles. Always notice the difference between the title of the article and the name of the journal or edited book where the article was published.
· Journal (magazine, publication): The name of the journal, magazine, or publication where the article was published.
· Date (year of publication): The year when the article was published.
· Volume (vol.): Typically, a volume consists of journal issues published within a year. The volume number often indicates the number of years the journal has been published. For instance, the issues of 2017 of a journal begun in 2010 would be part of the seventh volume. However, volumes do not always follow calendar years and some journals there may have several volumes published within a year.
· Issue (number, no): Each publication within a volume is an issue. The issue number can be written in parentheses after the volume number, e.g. Vol. 17(42).
· Pages (p., pp.): The page numbers of an article within an issue. Page numbers are given from the first page of the article to the last, e.g. pp. 133-137. The numbering can continue from one issue to the next throughout a volume.
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Example:
 Poultry Science

[bookmark: OLE_LINK3]the chicken was domesticated in China about 6000 BC and spread into Europe via Russia.(Serin et al., 2017; Cheng et al., 2021; Abbasabadi et al., 2024)




The domestication of chickens began in China around 6000 BC and they later spread into another countries.
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Reference information can look different depending on the database. Here are some examples on how
reference information is expressed in different databases.
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